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fully. On hundr d and f rty-f ur thou and peopl thrown on
m 'in a ua\·. J t 11 you, er nLl lllen, I I ut in nine y ar of hard

• •
work av ra ,in" ab ut fourl ell hours a ua\". I do not ee how• l"> •

I had th . tl' nerth to do il. but by a kind pro\'id nee I had
nOlwh t stand it.

The Problem of Labor

n f th fir·t thin" that cam 10 m wa thi problem of
labor. Th "W I' lay, a gr at majority of them,
b for Ih y wcr fr . Then they w I' mad fr e. One man
am to m in Loui iana. a man that had fifty men lave - I

don't know how many women and childr n. He had a large
ugar plantation and he aid, 'N w, General Howard, if you

will make a pr po ition on one matter I will peak to you about,
it will ero all through the ountry and it will ati fy everybody
from aryland to Tex ,and that propo ition i to fl." the wages.
We want th m to b reO'ular. Fix it by your order." I looked
at him a few moment. He was a fine looking gentleman. 1
3.! ked him a little about hi plantation and ascertained he had
fifty men ther till. I aid," 1 cannot do it and 1 will not do it.
You may giy th m aU low wag or hiO'h. I want you to di ­
tincHy und tand now that it i hard work for you to come to
orne onc1u ion. It i a dim ult thiner to do. On your place

theI' arc fifty Il1 n and you mak on mol'. That is alL You
go ba k and make an !IT m nt with th m with a contract in
writin and I will appr \' it." H aid h did not know'Yhat
ail d m. That w what ailed m in all Ih work. Th fir't
thin wa th qu ti n f alary. I cl n t a~' to-cla that it wa
th b. t \ a' w did. I I av th to a r that. I am v ry
mu h lik that old I I' d man wh am up from Ohio,- I
w uld pI' f 1', IU' If, to b fr and poor. I hlw had poverty all
my lif and I w uld rath I' b p or and fl' -I wi h I weI'
fr I' than I am. And th r y u hay it.

•

The Negro in Business

I hav a little b k with m tbat I would lik t hav you on-
•

id r. It i all d Th - I' in Bu in ." In thi book,
th writ I' PI' ident B k I' T." hin t n. how example
of the I' in bu. in . mol' than ix hundr d f th m. He
h tak n an xampl h l' and Lh I' fr m aU part of the
country. Th I' ar !ITi ulturi t. bank r. h t I ke per',
und rtak 1'5. 'apitali t . finan . publi her, bu in leaerue ,
and oth I' thing'. Th l' ar 0 man~' f them! Marv Uou

•

ucces! Marvellous! VI e have some pretty great men among
them, have we not? I think it is wondeIful that even among 0

many there could be found men who hare accompli hed what
the e men have.

The Freedmen's Bank

But there are some thing about which l\1r. Washington is
wrona. He ay that the fir t bank for the Negro was e tablishedl:> •

directly after the war as part of the Freedmen's Bureau. That
i wrong. Worthy gentlemen of ew York, friends of the freed­
men, e tablished that bank. It wa called the Freedmen's Safe
and Tl'Ust Company. I protected it here and there, and I wa
invited to become a trustee, but I declined it. I had nothing
whatever to do with its management. I can say that with sin­
cerity. I had nothing to do with its downfall.. But I know
what caused its failure. It was an attack made on the floor of
Congress. We" had three commissioner, and we paid them
9,000 a year. I heard that the bank paid doUar for dollar.

The bank did better than other banks that have failed. The
little avings of thousands of industrious freedmen went down.

The colored people were not to blame in these thing. The
blame hould be on those who attacked it. If there was any
fault, it was because of bad inve tment. It was the white man
who invested. Now, there are thirteen large bank under the
management of the egro and another just established.

I want to call attention to one or two things in this book of Mr.
Wa hington. He ha said several things in his book that I
think are well worth looking at. "In 1880," he says, "there
were 6,580,789 egroes in thi country. Twenty years later we
find that number increased to 8,840,789, an increase of
~UWO,OOO and more. There was undoubtedly a diminution
of increase after slavery, but still in that short time there was
thirty-four per cent increa .

Negroes becoming Property Owners

-ow, the Negro wa without a home of his own, without a
n~me, without a church, without property, without capital, and
Without proper appreciation of the value of a home.. And
yet in 1890 the home of egroe, heads of familie , owned
and lived in by them were eighteen per cent. After thirty
years, the number of egroe owning home wa eighty per
cent. The ignificance of thi fact is more clear when it is
known that only venty-one per cent of the white own theirs.


